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In her own words: Turns in the Road
“I am frequently asked how I became involved in hair. It was not by design. It 
was serendipity.” 



Fig 1.-Pili annulati viewed by reflected light show
ing characteristic bright and dark bands. Incident
light beam parallel to long axis of fibers.

Fig 2.-Pseudopili annulati viewed by reflected light
showing striking bright and dark bands. Incident light
beam at right angles to long axis of fibers. All fibers
except one were optimaily rotated about their long

axis to show banding. Third hair from top was not
so optimally oriented and does not show banding
clearly.

Fig 3.-Patient with pseudopili annulati. Note long.
sound hair and absence of any clinical problem with
hair growth.

Fig 4.-Pseudopilı annulati viewed by reflected
light. Bright segments are due to reflection and re-

fraction of light by flattened, twisted surfaces of hair
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Pseudopili annulati; an unusual variant of normal

hair
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Pili annulati. Optical and electron microscopic

studies
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Trichothiodystrophy(TTD)- rare autosomal recessive genetic disorder



Loose anagen syndrome:

Sparse hair that does not grow due to poor anchoring



National Alopecia Areata Foundation 1981: Co-founder



2014:   Mouse model 
regrowth and case 
report in humans

Alopecia Areata: A Bench to Bedside Treatment Success Story



“Androgenetic Alopecia” a Brook Lodge Symposium- 1987



Use of Minoxidil in Alopecia Areata



Quantification of Hair Growth Using Hair Weight



(North) American Hair Research Society 
Founder and First President 1991-1993
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physician's profile

Vera Price, M.D., with four of her former hair fellows at the UCSF Hair and Nail Clinic. From

left: Paradi Mirmirani, M.D.; Blanca Ochoa, M.D.; Vera Price, M.D.; Jennifer Chwalek, M.D.;
Charles Chiang, M.D. (Photo: Vera H. Price, M.D.)

For the love of hair

Vera H. Price, M.D.

Born:

Czechoslovakia

Medical degree:

University of Toronto

Internship:
Toronto General Hospital

Residency, internal medicine:
Shaughnessy Hospital
Vancouver, British Columbia

Residency, dermatology:
New York University School of Medicine

Hobbies: Music of all forms; going to the
symphony, concerts, ballet; travel.

Family: Two grown children-a daughter who

is a child psychiatrist and a son who works with
corporate GAP.

In Her Own Words:
What is the best professional advice you ever
received?

Dr. Price: "When I was finishing high school, my uncle, an

organic chemist, asked me what I wanted to do. I replied a

lab technician, or perhaps do art as applied to medicine

Horrified, he said, 'Don't get a half education. If you are

interested in chemistry, be a chemist, or if  you are inter

ested in medicine, be a doctor.' The thought had never

occurred to me!"

Dermatologist strives to stimulate interest in hair and related disorders

By Lisette Hilton

Staff Correspondent

era H. Price, M.D.,

V encourages those she

mentors to pursue

detours and other

opportunities whenever they arise

- especially when those oppor-
tunities are with people who are

respected in their fields.
Some turns in the road might not

seem like perfect fits, but they usually

can broaden your horizons. They might

even change your life, she says.

Dr. Price is a renowned hair expert in

dermatology because of an opportunity
she did not anticipate and was not even

certain that she wanted.

The road to expertise
Dr. Price and her husband moved from

Toronto to California for a yearlong

position that her husband planned to

pursue in Berkeley. She needed a job,

she says, so she asked the dermatology

department at the University of Cali-

fornia, San Francisco (UCSF), if there

was any research she could do for the

one year.

"I couldn't practice dermatology untii

I passed my California state exams, and

that was a few months away," she says.

The department head asked her if she

liked math and physics (which she did)

and offered to send her to study human

hair with the wool chemists in the Depart-

ment of Agriculture (USDA) Regional

Research Laboratory in Berkeley. It  was

not what Dr. Price expected, but she

accepted it, becoming a research derma-

tologist in the USDA's Wool and Mohair

Laboratory.

The yearlong appointment with the

wool chemists became a three-year

research experience. Dr. Price says that

sheep wool is an important commodity
worldwide, and she notes that the study
of wool is an advanced science.

"These chemists have figured how

to keep wool from shrinking, from

yellowing, and have studied protein

structure and its relation to wool proper-

ties," Dr. Price says.

During her time at the wool lab, Dr.

Price was introduced to the scientific

method, and she studied the structure

and biochemistry of human hair alongside

top physical chemists, optical and elec-

tron microscopists and crystallographers.

She and her husband did not return

to Canada. After three years at the wool

lab, she told the UCSF dermatology

department that she wanted to return to

full-time clinical dermatology and start

a family.

"After supporting my study of hair,

Dr. Price is a renowned

hair expert in

dermatology because

of  an opportunity she

did not anticipate and

was not even certain

that she wanted.

the department then asked me to give

all the lectures on hair. Although not

planned, this is how my expertise and

subspecialty of hair and hair biology

gradually evolved," says Dr. Price, who

then became director of the UCSF

Hair and Nail Clinic and practiced

dermatology at the Kaiser Permanente

Medical Center, San Francisco.

After about 20 years with Kaiser, she

was invited to join the UCSF faculty full-

profile see page 106
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Cicatricial Alopecia Research Foundation-2004- Co-founder



American Academy of Dermatology Gold Triangle Award



UCSF Grand Rounds Honoring Dr. Vera Price- 2019
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Dr. Vera Price 
Inaugural AHRS Honorary Lecture

Congratulations!
Thank you for your contributions and dedication 

to advancing the science of hair and for your 
friendship, advocacy, leadership, inspiration, 

curiosity, mentorship, sartorial advice, sparkling 
personality, and more! 


